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So much has changed since last we saw one another.  We have celebrated an empty tomb on Easter from the 

comforts of our homes.  For many of us this was very challenging to not be in the church building for the biggest 

worship Sunday of the year.  For many of us it is still a struggle to not be in church on Sundays.  Many are      

anxious to return to worship on Sundays in person, in the church.  You might have even heard that Governor 

Stitt has reopened worship beginning May 3rd.  However, many health professionals and researchers are       

concerned about returning to large gatherings too soon, especially while Oklahoma continues to see increases 

in positive cases. 

 Mayor Holt and the Oklahoma City-County Health Dept. has stated that we will continue under the     

current restrictions in OKC through April 30th, at which time the mayor will issue a new proclamation. However, 

it does appear that even then OKC will be restricted to gatherings of no more than 10 people and recommend-

ing that no one over the age of 65 to be a part of those gatherings.  Even observing those restrictions it is         

recommended that churches only allow people to sit every other pew.  Our pews are exactly 6 feet apart.   

However, we need to consider the space side to side and not just the space front to back.  It is also very likely 

that recommendations from the Health Department will include things like everyone wearing masks and having 

their temperature taken before entering the building.  I have also heard recommendations to not pass          

communion and to not pass a plate for offering. 

 All of this raises a very important question.  When will we return to church and what will that look like?  

The first thing I keep in mind regarding these decisions is your health and wellness.  I do not want anyone 

getting sick because they attended church.  The first thing we need to do is listen for Mayor Holt’s statements 

later this week and following that begin to formulate a plan for returning to church.  One recommendation is 

that we wait until Pentecost to return to church.  Pentecost is a celebration of the Holy Spirit arriving as the   

Disciples gathered and what would be more fitting for a return to church?  Pentecost is May 31st and that would 

also give us plenty of time to see what happens in Oklahoma with the Corona Virus and watch the data.  The 

next suggestion I will make is that when we return on May 31st we do drive in church that week as well as the 

following week.  We would meet in our cars, in the parking lot for one service each Sunday.  This drive in style 

church would allow us to continue physical distancing to protect one another for a couple extra weeks. 

 The Administrative Committee will be discussing this at their next meeting.  Please remember, you are 

not alone.  We are still here and together we will get through this.  Please continue to pray for the health      

professionals, nurses, doctors, and researchers as they continue to address these health concerns for us.    

Please remember, we are practicing physical distancing out of our love for one another. 

Shalom, 

 

Covid 2020 



Thank you Kelli Fearing for getting 3 crafts and a challenge to draw a monkey with your parent, grandpar-
ents, or aunt & uncle ready for children in our church!!!  Cindy and Julia got several coloring sheets, mazes, 
crossword puzzles ready and a coloring book about coronavirus 19 that Josh Fearing made for children! 

Thanks Aanika Gillett for helping to deliver packets to 20 families in our church!! 

We made play-doh for 
some of our youngest 
children to enjoy-  Josie, 
Robin & Gregory 
Plumb’s granddaughter 
is intense! Western Oaks Christian Church 

 

Older children like Alorah, Adele, Genova and Gavin — Joyce Calder-
wood’s grandchildren enjoy the crafts and working with wiki stix! 

Special fun for the Kids! 



ShelbyNext Giving is Here! Have you ever wanted to give during a worship service, but forgot your 

checkbook or were out of cash? Or maybe you are at home, wishing there was a way to donate to the church. 
Now, with our new church membership program ShelbyNext, you can!  Anytime. Anywhere.  

Members and Friends of Western Oaks Christian Church, with ShelbyNext credentials can login to ShelbyNext, 
with either a computer or smartphone.  

To give from your computer:  

1. Login to ShelbyNext  

2. Click on “My Giving” in the left column  

3. Click “Give Now!”  

4. Click “Sign In” to set up or access your previously set up payment method  

5. Complete the “Give Now” form  

 

To give from your smartphone:  

1. Login to ShelbyNext  

2. Click the "Give" blue bar  

3. Enter your donation amount  

4. Set up or select your payment method  

5. Select the fund for your contribution 

6. Choose "one time gift" or set up a gift to be regularly given 

 

Setting up "Text to Give" from your smartphone:  

1. Text the word "tithe" to the number (405) 347-8812.  

2. Click the link  

3. Select a fund and amount  

4. Set up your payment method  

5. Submit  

Kay Jewell 5/3 

Charlene Majetic 5/3 

Dean Ferguson 5/7 

Liam U'Ren 5/11 

George Goodner 5/18 

Ares Noear 5/22 

Sean Hassell 5/25 

Monica Compton 5/27 

Brandon Bayliff 5/27 

Jennifer Wilkinson 5/29 

Dear Church Family, 

Please accept our heartfelt thanks for the 

cards and calls curing this time of transition 

in our lives. You are all very special and we 

are blessed to be a part of this family.  

T.J. and Barbara Jonson 



“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23rd Street 

Oklahoma City OK 73127 

 

Church Staff 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren     

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon    office@woccdoc.org 

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin, Todd Newell, 
and Zach Jones 

Sound Technicians: David Gillett & James Frank 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper 
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