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Walking into the church in the morning is a new experience right now.  No, I am not referring to the quiet due 

to groups not gathering at the church.  Nor is it the increased prevalence (or maybe it is only a heighten aware-

ness of) the birds and other wildlife outside the office.  Instead, as we walk into the church a new sight and a 

new smell is prevalent.  We have new carpet from the West doors all the way to the Narthex.  The church was 

blessed with a very generous donation to purchase premium, commercial carpet to replace the well-aged car-

pet that was showing the seams.  I thank the anonymous donor for this gift.  I am also very thankful for the hard 

work of the Standing Committee on Financial Policies for putting together a team to get the best carpet and the 

work of that team including Sandra Cook, Dave Brown and members of the property committee.  It looks great 

in here! 

Blessings, 

 

 

The Administrative Committee will be discussing plans for considering a return to in person worship.  We have 

several things to discuss and concerns to consider.  There will also be many things we will need to consider how 

we do them differently.  One thing will need to be considered, how do we collect an offering or share commun-

ion without passing a plate or tray?  Suggestions have varied from carefully distributing prepackaged commun-

ion in baggies to BYOC, bring your own communion.  We also will discuss the current phases of opening in OKC 

which requires people aged 65 or older not to attend events such as worship until June 1st.  Or the requirement 

of gatherings of 10 family units or fewer.  We will also be considering our denominational suggestion to contin-

ue to do worship in alternative ways to protect our vulnerable population.  We are fortunate that no one that I 

am aware of in our congregation has tested positive and I pray that remains to be true.  Another option we are 

looking at in the near future is to have “drive in” church.  However, to do this it means everyone must stay in 

their vehicles.  If everyone gets out and starts visiting, that defeats the purpose of doing drive in church.  How-

ever, in the meantime, I hope you are enjoying worship online.  A great deal of love and passion goes into me 

providing you with the best worship experience I can through digital means.  I have received some wonderful 

praise from shutins about how wonderful it is to be able to worship with WOCC again in this way.  For now, we 

may be apart, but we are connected through love and spirit.  May God smile upon you with love, and remem-

ber, we will get through this together.  So, continue to practice love for your neighbor by doing what you can to 

practice physical distancing. 

Shalom, 

 

Church News 



A Difficult Decision: Summer Camp Canceled 
This was our prayer: that there was a responsible way to offer summer camp this 
year and effectively mitigate the health risks of the coronavirus. 

The Commission for Children, Youth, and Young Adults, our Summer Camp Direc-
tors, and Rev. Michael Davison have ingested a lot of information.  We have talked 
with youth leaders, listened, consulted with the sites that host our summer camps, 
read diverse medical opinions, reviewed CDC guidelines, and State Health Department guidelines.  We have 
prayed together.  What we’ve discovered is that there is more unknown about the coronavirus (Covid-19) and its 
transmission than what is known.  No matter where a camp or retreat is held, our first responsibility is the physi-
cal well being, safety, and care of campers, their families, and our adult volunteers. 

With all that we know and, more importantly, what we don’t know about the coronavirus, we have decided to 
cancel summer camp this year.  We are grieved, as we know you must be, about this decision.  We lament with 
you and for you, but this is the best reasoned and faithful way for the Region to do its part for the common good 
of Oklahoma, and ensure that summer camp returns in 2021. 

You may be thinking, “There is uncertainty and risk everyday.” While that is true, what we knew as “normal” life 
before February of this year, with its acceptable risk and comfort with uncertainty, didn’t just happen over-
night.  It grew through years of lessons learned (sometimes the hard way), and advances in medicine and social 
sciences.  We don’t think it is responsible for our intentional Christian community to be a medical experiment this 
year, as well as a place to play, pray, worship, study, and serve. 

In the absence of physical summer camp, Michael is working with camp directors and the Commission for Chil-
dren, Youth, and Young Adults to reimagine camp and offer Camp Bytes.  This digital experience will be age ap-
propriate for campers just like the summer camp program.  Parents of younger campers, Discovery and Junior 
age, are welcome to participate.  This is one way to remember that there are many ways to be “in-person” to 
support, comfort, and learn together as followers of Jesus.  We know that congregations are thinking about how 
to offer Vacation Bible School and maintain physical distancing to support everyone’s health.  Using this same 
online portal, the Region will offer a digital VBS program this summer.  More details about these interactive digi-
tal opportunities will be posted to our website and social media platforms on May 22.  Through the generosity of 
donors to the Region’s endowments, there will be no fee for Camp Bytes and VBS. 

As we monitor the news and guidelines about the coronavirus this summer, we are planning for an active second 
half of the year.  We know you will have many choices as schools, sports leagues, and clubs have postponed their 
events to this fall, and there is always college football.  We have two weekends planned for you to gather with 
siblings in faith around the Region. 

 Family Camp, September 5-7Camp Christian near ChouteauFamilies of all sizes and kinds are invited to attend 
this new camp as we design a weekend specifically for families.  Registration will open June 8. 

 Qahal/Koinonia Campout, October 16-18The Regional Youth Council will lead a weekend retreat for Chi Rho 
& CYF in the great outdoors!  Get out your camping gear (tent, flashlights, lanterns, and sleeping bags) for an 
unplugged weekend of hiking, games, some study, and a chance to slow down.  More information will be 
available in July and registration opens August 15. 

This is our prayer, O Lord, that your goodness and mercy will surround the helpers, low wage essential workers, 
warehouse employees, delivery people,  decision makers, leaders, and teachers.  Be present, O Lord, to the sick 
and dying, the homeless, the hungry, and the lonely through the work of our hands and the voices of our neigh-
bors.  We remember graduates and their families.  We trust that your mercies, O Lord, are new every morning 
and embrace us as we love and serve like Jesus, who we call Christ, and in whose name we pray. 

We look forward to seeing campers at Camp Bytes in June.  Remember, Disciples, you are a blessing.  Keep on 
being a blessing, even from a physical distance, until we can gather in-person again.  Stay centered. 

Sally Wheeler, Co-Chair, Commission for Children, Youth, and Young adults 
Rev. Bill Hemm, Co-Chair, Commission for Children, Youth, and Young adults 
Rev. Michael Davison, Associate Regional Minister 

https://okdisciples.org/a-difficult-decision-summer-camp-canceled/?fbclid=IwAR01APLubl98pIWRjyyy0PV0AbNBGtvAG6-dQMUa59Ub7fgUut_r5-SJkyM
https://okdisciples.org/a-difficult-decision-summer-camp-canceled/?fbclid=IwAR01APLubl98pIWRjyyy0PV0AbNBGtvAG6-dQMUa59Ub7fgUut_r5-SJkyM


ShelbyNext Giving is Here! Members and Friends of Western Oaks Christian Church, with ShelbyNext 

credentials can login to ShelbyNext, with either a computer or smartphone.  

To give from your smartphone:  

1. Login to ShelbyNext  

2. Click the "Give" blue bar  

3. Enter your donation amount  

4. Set up or select your payment method  

5. Select the fund for your contribution 

6. Choose "one time gift" or set up a gift to be regularly given 

 

Kay Jewell 5/3 

Charlene Majetic 5/3 

Dean Ferguson 5/7 

Liam U'Ren 5/11 

George Goodner 5/18 

Ares Noear 5/22 

Sean Hassell 5/25 

Monica Compton 5/27 

Brandon Bayliff 5/27 

Jennifer Wilkinson 5/29 

Thank you Kelli Fearing for getting 2 crafts ready for children in our church to make for Mother’s Day!!  Cindy 
and Julia got several coloring sheets, mazes, crossword puzzles with the theme of Mother’s Day.   

Thanks also to Aanika Gillett for again helping Julia to deliver packets to our families!  It has been nice to 
keep in touch through texting and phone calls as we find out how we are able to take packets to children, 
grandchildren and some nieces/nephews.  We have delivered packets to 35 to 42 children.  We will continue 
packets during physical distancing. 

Western Oaks Christian Church 
 

Mother’s Day fun for the Kids! 

CWF Christian Women Fellowship 

CWF will not meet during the month of 

May.   

We will determine at a later 

date when we will resume 

Tuesday sewing days. 



“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23rd Street 

Oklahoma City OK 73127 

 

Church Staff 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren     

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon    office@woccdoc.org 

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin, Todd Newell, 
and Zach Jones 

Sound Technicians: David Gillett & James Frank 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 

 

Everyone entering the 
church building is required 
to sign in and have their 
temperature taken.  There 
is a forehead thermometer 
at the sign in table.   

You must use the hand sanitizer provided be-
fore taking your own temperature and record-
ing the results.  Anyone running a fever over 
100° is asked not to enter the building and 
contact the church office or pastor as well as 
your family physician. 


