
August 11, 2020  
8100 NW 23rd Street   Oklahoma City, OK 73127  office@woccdoc.org   405.789.8812   

A bat or a butterfly 
There is a great old show, perhaps you have heard of 

it, “The Andy Griffith Show.” One beloved character 

was Don Knotts who played Barney Fife, the comical 

deputy to Andy’s sheriff.  In one episode Barney de-

cides to become an amateur psychiatrist and orders 

a mail order kit.  Otis is the local drunk who fre-

quents the jail so often that he lets himself in and 

out to sleep things off.  When Barney receives his kit, 

Otis has the misfortune of being there to be the first 

target of Barney’s new found obsession.  He discov-

ers in the kit a set of ink blot tests which he uses on 

Otis.  A little obnoxious with his good meaning inten-

tions, Barney begins arguing with Otis when he says 

it looks like a bat.  “That is the difference in you and 

me, Otis.  You see a bat and I see a butterfly.” 

Even Barney can get it right occasionally.  This re-

minds me of an old poem by Frederick Langbridge 

who wrote “Two men looked out from prison bars, 

one saw the mud, the other saw the stars."  We 

need to sometimes remember that beauty is indeed 

in the eyes of the beholder and the fact that life is 

less about what happens and more about our per-

ceptions and how we respond.  Do you see the cup is 

half full, or half empty, or are you just glad that you 

have a cup?  

How is your vision these days? Ecclesiastes 2:14 

Shalom, 

 

Why, my soul, are you downcast? 
Why so disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God, 
for I will yet praise him, 
my Savior and my God. 
Psalm 42:11 

But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint. 
Isaiah 40:31 

https://dailyverses.net/psalms/42/11
https://dailyverses.net/isaiah/40/31


John Pratt 8/1 

Ashley McConnell 8/3 

Matthew Wilkerson 8/7 

Ariel Isaacson 8/12 

Sue Gordon 8/14 

T.J. Johnson 8/15 

Twila Ballard 8/16 

Bill Droke 8/16 

Verona Burke 8/18 

Rhea Todd 8/18 

Richard Wilkinson 8/20 

Andrea Teter 8/21 

Bob Melton 8/23 

Linda Fortin 8/26 

Passing the Plate 
In 2008, Christian Smith and Michael O. Emerson wrote a book entitled PASSING THE PLATE…why American 
Christians Don’t Give Away More Money.  Through conversations with hundreds of clergy and lay people, 
through research and statistical analysis the authors’ primary goal was to better understand American 
Christians lack of generosity.  One thought was that congregations that have low expectations of financial 
giving because they wish to avoid offending their members get exactly what they ask for…..nothing, or very 
little, at best.  The research shows that “American Christians who attend churches they perceive as holding 
higher expectations of financial giving are more likely to give generously than those who attend churches 
holding lower expectations.” (pg. 83 of Passing the Plate.)  Hmm…. 

Fast-forward twelve years to 2020.  Now the title of this book - Passing the Plate - REALLY sounds dated!  In 
the midst of our current climate, passing the plate on Sunday morning is a thing of the past and may remain 
there for the foreseeable future.  While mailing gifts to the church has always been an option, for more 
than a year now, members and friends of Western Oaks Christian Church have been able to give on-line or 
thru their smart phones. Sooo…. 

Have you tithed your stimulus check yet? 

Rev. Dr. Thomas R. Jewell, Chair 
Stewardship Committee  

CWF Christian Women Fellowship 

CWF will not meet in the month of                
August. We will determine at a later date 
when we will resume Tuesday sewing days. 

We are still not doing any  activities in 
the church other than mobile meals. 

Let’s have a Card Shower!  

Verona Burke is having a birthday on August 
18th. Her address is:  

Arbor House Assisted Living,  
850 N Clear Springs Road,  
Mustang, Oklahoma 73064  

Thank you, David & Rae-Jean 

Roberta “Sue” Gordon 

August 14, 1934 - July 9, 2020 

Rita J. Norris 

April 14, 1935 - July 26, 2020  

 

Judith Lynetta "Judy" Steele 

November 21, 1946 - August 3, 2020 
 

 



Western Oaks Christian Church 

 

SCHOOL WILL BEGIN SOON FOR MANY OF OUR CHILDREN IN THE NEXT TWO TO FOUR WEEKS!  However, 

many are going virtually for at least the first 9 weeks.  We are asking for your help to sponsor a child or fami-

ly with school supplies to use in home or classroom. 

Contact Julia @ 405-821-0108 to receive a child’s name and the list of supplies that child needs for school.  

Julia will be glad to take the backpack full of supplies to the child when it is finished.   

 

 

Children Worship and Wonder Videos 

It is hard to believe that it has been over four months since we gathered together in the 
Children Worship and Wonder room to hear one of God’s wonderful stories. I sure miss 
seeing each of you!  

However, it is possible for your family to watch current and past Children Worship and 
Wonder stories on the WOCC Vimeo site.  

It is easy to access the videos – go to the church website – www.woccdoc.org – near the bottom of the 
homepage is a link to the Vimeo site. You can also type in the entire url code -  https://vimeo.com/
channels/1549424/videos .  Each video is approximately 20 minutes long and videos from March 22, 2020 
are available. I encourage your family to continue gathering as church even if we can’t meet together. 
 
Julia  

Kelli Fearing prepared a book-
mark for our children to make as 
they prepare for school.  I have 

included a maze, coloring sheets 
and an All about Me sheet.   

 
The packets are being delivered 
on August 10th and 11th as Julia 

will be going the following week 
to help Aanika move into her 

dorm August 18th to August 22nd. 

All schools will look different 

this fall: elementary, junior and 

senior high as well as Vo-Tech 

and colleges.  We can all keep 

the teachers, staff, students 

and parents in our prayers. 

http://www.woccdoc.org
https://vimeo.com/channels/1549424/videos
https://vimeo.com/channels/1549424/videos


“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 
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Oklahoma City OK 73127 

 

Church Staff 

office@woccdoc.org 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren     

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon     

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin,      
Todd Newell, and Zach Jones 

Sound Technicians: David Gillett & James Frank 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 

 

Everyone entering the 
church building is required 
to sign in and have their 
temperature taken.  There 
is a forehead thermometer 
at the sign in table.   

You must use the hand sanitizer provided be-
fore taking your own temperature and record-
ing the results.  Anyone running a fever over 
100° is asked not to enter the building and 
contact the church office or pastor as well as 
your family physician. 

Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 

9 am Worship on Vimeo or  Facebook 

10 am Drive in church 

10 am Worship Live broadcast  online 

11 am Zoom Fellowship 

  ATTENDANCE     

8/9/20 9 AM 23 Cars 30 People 

8/2/20 9 AM 16 Cars 28 People 

GIVING  

8/9/20 General $1,620.00 
Blessing 

Fund $60.00 

8/2/20 General $2,502.00 Blessing  $25.00 


