
October 26, 2021 

Priesthood of Believers 

There are so many wonderful things about the 
month of October, from the fall weather to my 
wife’s birthday, I just love this month.  Growing up 
this was always the month for the best fall colors 
right before all the leaves began to fall.  I also en-
joy Fall festivals and Halloween celebrations.   

Another aspect of October now is that it is minis-
ter appreciation month.  Thank you for the cards, 
gifts, flowers and the “awesome” tumbler cup.  I 
am truly blessed with such a wonderful church 
and an amazing congregation who is so thoughtful 
and caring.  I appreciate all of you immensely, but 
not just for what you do for me.  I appreciate your 
dedication to Western Oaks Christian Church and 
the many ways you show your love for God 
through what you do here at Western Oaks Chris-
tian Church.   

I am thankful for the many ministries happening at 
the church and it is because of you that Western 
Oaks Christian Church is a beacon of hope in our 

community.  Whether we are hosting a vaccina-
tion clinic or providing a meal to a group at the 
school down the road, you make things like this 
possible.   

In the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) we 
have an old saying that we belief in the 
“priesthood of all believers.” What that means is 
that we are all ministers, called to share the love 
of God in all we do for community and church.  So 
really, this month is not just about showing appre-
ciation to Julia or myself, it is really about appreci-
ating everything that everyone does to further 
demonstrate the love and compassion we know 
through Jesus Christ.  So be sure to give a big 
thank you to those around you who we actively 
see doing the work of the church.  And thank you! 
For being part of this amazing church family! 

Blessings, 

Daniel 

Benevolence Sunday 

This coming Sunday is a fifth Sunday and as always 
we celebrate 5th Sundays as “Benevolence Sun-
day.”   

What is Benevolence Sunday?  That is the day 
when all of the loose offerings are designated to 
help those in need.  When someone comes in 
needing groceries, or help paying utilities, shelter 
or just a tank of gas, the benevolence fund helps 
us to provide for those needs when we can.  This 
coming fifth Sunday though we are designating 
these gifts for providing Thanksgiving meals to a 
few families in our community who could benefit 

from a Thanksgiving basket.  We hope to be able 
to provide a turkey and some things to create a 
Thanksgiving feast.   

I have always heard that Thanksgiving was creat-
ed not only as a day to give thanks, but as a re-
minder of what we can do when several people 
pool together their abundance to provide for 
those without so everyone could enjoy in the 
feast.  You can also give to the benevolence online 
by selecting that fund, write benevolence in your 
memo line on a check or placing cash in the offer-
ing on Sunday.  Thank you for supporting our abil-
ity to generously help those in need. 
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Western Oaks Christian Church 
gratefully acknowledges  

the following memorial gifts. 

George & Dean Lunsford 
Justin Gamble 

In memory Judy Walker: 

Vera Ruffner 10/1 

Todd Newell 10/2 

Gay Teter 10/4 

Steve Teter 10/7 

Katherine Jordan 10/9 

Kay Lehman 10/9 

Sandra  Cook 10/10 

Taylor Simmons 10/11 

Kelli Fearing 10/13 

Matthew Jewell 10/15 

Terry Spreier 10/18 

Tom Steele 10/18 

Kristi Teter 10/18 

Joni Burch 10/19 

Hald Dawes 10/24 

Steve Lairson 10/24 

Emily Gray 10/25 

Marilyn Chalk 10/25 

Jane Maytubby 10/25 

Charlie Conner 10/28 

Janet Harper 10/29 

Lyeal Amos 10/31 

Monet Ille 10/31 

Stephanie U'Ren 10/31 

You can help WOCC show that we care about nurses.  
Write a thank you card, donate candy bars, or put together a little token 
of appreciation like a gift card.  Maybe WOCC could even provide lunch 
sometime.   

We have a basket by the church office for cards or other items to be 
dropped off.  These can be generic cards just saying how much they are 
appreciated.  You could do one card, or you can do more.  We will then 
sort them into groups of 16 and continue to send cards to the nurses at St. Anthony Nurses 

Meal for WOMS 

Thanks to a grant from the Oklahoma Disciples 
Foundation, WOCC helped fund food for a West-
ern Oaks Middle School night of fun on Thursday, 
October 31. Teachers, parents, students, and four 
of us from WOCC enjoyed the beautiful evening.  

The students played games, took books from a 
huge display table, ate hot dogs, and enjoyed a 
good time. Parents and teachers got better ac-
quainted. WOCCers enjoyed this time with one of 
our 23rd Street Alliance school people.  

Studies have shown that every time a parent 
comes to visit a school, that parent’s child/
children’s performance improves.   

Darla Ures, Fern Melton, Nance Cunningham, Pat Brown   



Western Oaks Christian Church 

 

WOCC Bingo and Dessert Auction 

We will hand out treats from decorated cars, but will not have games to play this year.  If you would like to 
participate in Trunk or Treat and are unable to set up a car trunk then please bring candy or other Halloween 

trinkets to the church office by October 27.  

Are you decorating your trunk? Please be sure to come at 2:30 so we will be ready for the kids by 3. 

OCTOBER 30, 2021 3-5 P.M.  

SATURDAY 

We had a great turnout for Bingo and dessert auction.  The weather was perfect to be outside!  Thanks to 
Rich Wilkinson for being the dessert auctioneer.  We raised $600 for James Frank and David Gillett to attend 
International Affairs Seminar over spring break in 2022! 

Thanks also goes to Aanika and Mark Gillett for being the Bingo callers.  We appreciate all who brought cakes, 
cupcakes, cookies and peanut brittle! We appreciate all you do as a church! 

Julia 



“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23rd Street 

Oklahoma City OK 73127 

 

Church Staff   office@woccdoc.org 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren        Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning        Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey      Sound Technicians: David Gillett & James Frank 

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz      Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin, 
Custodian: Lawrence Johnson        Todd Newell, and Zach Jones 

Nursery Attendants: Janet Harper 
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10/17/2021 19 7 33 20 9 4 92 5 54 59 

10/10/2021 18 6 29 26 15 4 98 3 51 54 
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Giving 

$780 $30 10/17/2021 

$1,535 $30 10/10/2021 

*Online attendance taken from respective website reports of number of times the video is viewed on each website. 


